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THE   LAND   OF   THE   LAMAS

The favorable propKecy of the Buddha
Lab jyal-se-re,1 did not prevent Dowe from
having a grand prayer-meeting in his tent
prior to our departure, which was fixed for
the 5th of May. Two lamas pounded on
the drum all day, and stuffed themselves
with his choicest viands; they burnt sheep's
shoulder-blades, and examined the cracks
made in them by the fire. The fates were
decidedly in favor of the undertaking; and
Dowe finally announced that, my luck hav-
ing stood the crucial test of divination
by sheep's shoulder-blades, he was ready to
start.

My disappointment at not being able to
go towards Lh'asa was a little relieved by
the Dsassak assuring me that a large party
of Russians, seventy-five, had reached there
during the preceding winter. He said he
had been advised of it by a band of pil-
grims who had recently returned from
Lh'asa. The chief, he said, was an old man
with a long white [blonde ?] beard. I then
believed it was Prjevalsky's expedition, for, though I had
been told at Peking of the General's death, I had been
informed that Ms party, under the leadership of his lieu-
tenant, had continued its advance. I am now at a loss
to understand to what expedition he referred, but that the
story he told me had become widely spread throughout
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1 Lab gomba, not far from Tum-
bumdo, in eastern Tibet?hasgiven the
Ts'aidam a number of saints of great
holiness. This one, although only a
Ge'ge'n, is said to be worthy of being a

Hutuketu, but Baron Ts'aidam can
not afford such a luxury, which would
require the payment of a large sum
to the Peking Colonial Office.